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REVIEWS OF BOOKS 

De svenska lutherska forsamlingarnas och svenskarms historia 
i Amerika. By E. Norelius. Volume 2. (Rock Island, 
Illinois, Augustana Book Concern, 1916. x, 541 p. Illus- 
trated) 

Having spent the greater part of his life in religious work 
among the Swedes of the Northwest and serving as president of 
the Augustana Synod from 1874 to 1881 and from 1899 to 1911, 
Eric Norelius was well fitted to write an extensive history of 
the Swedes in America. In the first volume of this work, pub- 
lished by the Augustana Book Concern in 1890, Dr. Norelius 
follows the course of Swedish immigration and describes the 
Swedish settlements throughout the United States. The material 
is arranged in three parts, of which the first and last are com- 
paratively short. Part 1 contains a general account of Swedish 
immigration in America and a specific treatment of the Jansonist 
settlement at Bishop Hill in Illinois. Part 2 takes up each 
settlement, its development and church organization, usually 
concluding with an autobiographical sketch of the most impor- 
tant pastor of the community, with some additional comments on 
his work. Over two hundred pages of this part relate to Minne- 
sota and contain details concerning a large number of Swedish 
settlements. Among the outstanding ones are Chisago Lake, St. 
Paul, Red Wing, and Vasa. Part 3 includes a short history of 
the Lutheran Church, an explanation of the Lutheran Synod of 
Northern Illinois, the relation of the Scandinavians to this 
synod, and the conferences held under the union; and, finally, 
a chapter of a bibliographical nature listing the Swedish books 
and newspapers published in America up to 1860. Among the 
chapters of this volume most interesting to the student of his- 
tory are : chapter 2 of part 1 dealing with emigration in general, 
showing the influence of Swedes in America upon future emigra- 
tion and upon the course of emigration, of which the Hedstrom 
brothers are a striking example ; and chapter 5 of part 2 dealing 
with Chicago, graphically describing the cholera year of 1854 
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and exemplifying the significance of religion through the work 
of Pastor Carlsson among the immigrants. 

In the second volume, recently issued, Dr. Norelius deals with 
the history of the Augustana Lutheran Church in America. The 
volume is divided into four parts, of which the first consists of 
an account of the withdrawal of the Scandinavians from the 
Lutheran Synod of Northern Illinois and the consequent organi- 
zation of a Scandinavian synod in 1864. Differences between 
the Norwegians and Swedes led to the establishment of separate 
synods in 1870. The growth of Swedish Lutheranism up to the 
present time is treated at length. Beginning with the eastern 
states, where manufacturing had created a large class of Swedish 
industrial workers, the account continues with the congregations 
of the Middle West, extending through the Mississippi Valley, 
and concludes with the establishment of Lutheran churches on 
the Pacific Coast, in the northern Rocky Mountain region, and 
Utah. Smaller Swedish congregations were also formed in 
Florida, Alabama, and Alaska — regions which lay outside of the 
synod geographical districts. The development in organization 
of the synod forms the subject of part 2. Here the formation of 
separate Norwegian and Swedish synods in 1870 is again treated 
and with more detail. Anniversary celebrations, such as the 
third centenary, in 1893, of the establishment of Lutheranism in 
Sweden, are described. Accounts of Augustana College, its 
foundation and location in Chicago in 1860, its removal to Pax- 
ton, its second removal to Rock Island, and the celebration of 
1910, are scattered throughout this part. Part 3 defines the 
doctrines of the church and explains the church government. 
Descriptions, statistical in character, are given of institutions ; 
such as schools, orphanages, hospitals, and homes for the aged, 
maintained by the synod. The largest division, part 4, is a 
detailed account with statistics of the twelve conference units of 
the synod, their organization, growth, and activities. The book 
concludes with a general summary of both volumes and a statis- 
tical resume. 

Although an occasional biographical sketch or description 
gives an insight into conditions of the time, the second volume 
stands out predominantly as a history of the Augustana Lutheran 
Church, based upon church records and reports. Other informa- 
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tion is incidental, scattered, and fragmentary, sometimes merely 
a repetition of, or reference to, material in volume 1, which for 
the student of history other than religious is of greater value. 
The plan of the two volumes as a whole, the division into parts, 
and the contents of the parts, might have been better unified, 
more coherent, and less redundant. Fortunately for the reader, 
the second volume contains an index, though a meager one, for 
both volumes, the first having been without one. 

Living through the greater part of the period of which he 
writes, Norelius is able to contribute a wealth of historical 
material based upon his own observation. He uses, moreover, in- 
formation furnished by many other men of the time, most of 
whom appear to have been careful and conscientious in their 
reports. Norelius selects material judiciously; when in doubt of 
the authenticity of his information, he indicates the possibility of 
error. Much that is of interest is brought out in the numerous 
autobiographical and biographical sketches. An occasional bit of 
humor adds realism. 

In writing the history of the Swedes in America and of their 
religious development, Norelius contributes much information 
about pioneer life, particularly in the Northwest. The Lutheran 
Church performed a great mission in binding the people together 
not only religiously but socially, serving as a source of education 
both as a school and a publisher, intelligently guiding and direct- 
ing emigration, and generously giving spiritual aid and encourage- 
ment to the pioneer. 

SOLVEIG MAGELSSEN 

Stone Ornaments Used by Indians in the United States and 
Canada; Being a Description of Certain Charm Stones, 
Gorgets, Tubes, Bird-Stones, and Problematical Forms. By 
Warren K. Moorehead. (Andover, Massachusetts, The 
Andover Press, 1917. 448 p. Illustrated) 

The present work is the fourth volume in an excellent series 
by Mr. Moorehead on the Indians: their stone implements, 
weapons, and ornaments ; their history during the transition 
period on the reservations set aside for them; and their later 
progress in civilization and citizenship as part of the body politic. 



